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280 Bronzville Road, Bronzville 8, N. Y., 8 September 19/5.

From : Rear Admiral H. E. Kimmel, U. S. Navy (Retlred)
To: The Secretary of the Navy.
Subject : General Court Martial in my case.

1. In view of the agitation for a Congressional Investigation before Congress
reconvened and the action of the Senate in ordering a joint Congressional
Investigation of Pearl Harbor, I wish to defer my reply to your letter of 28
August 1945 until that investigation is completed.

(S) H. E. KIMMFKL.
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rI'VEL, Musband ¥.
7ear admiral, UsHN
(2207~ , *=Kn)

Jd.’n:'d‘y eC ’ 1342

Froms Rear Adiairal Husband E. Kimmel, U.3.N.
To: tho Secretary of tho Lavy
Sub ject: Sequest for Retirerent unde:r the Provisiona

of Jection 1443 “evised Statutes. ,

l. After forty one jyears and eiyht mcnths service
in the "nited States .wvy, ] horedy request that I be placed
upon the retired list in accordance with the provisions-of
Jection 1443 Revised Statut 's.

2. I hol¢ myself in readincss to perlorm any iuty
to which I may be assiyned.

HUSBARD B. £IViIL

1st Endorsedont

January 27, 1932
froat Cormandunt, Tiwelfth laval :is.rict uai Naval 9p rating
Rase, San Franciacc, Tal‘!(fornia
To1 The Secreary of the Nevy

Subject: tequest for keziresont uncer %he Frovisiuns of
tsection 1443 'evised ltatutes

“

1. “orwardod.

de e i TNSLADE
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55 R N2 MPARTMENT e o o
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MDuTEm-:M:s* » ARS8 | e R
PRESS ANDRADIO '~ "o~ APRIL 14, 1944 ;’,}j
PEARL HARBOR wn-ﬂasszs UNAVAILABLE DUE TO WAR Assxmm % 4

! ‘Secre of the Navy Frank Knox has recetved a memorandum from g - Ry *
Adxnu‘al st J. King, U.S.N., Commander in Chlef of the United States 4
Admiral King officially informed the Secretary that.certain _
omex's » Navy now serving on battle fronts in various parts of the &
world,-could not be withdrawn from their military dulles in orderto - - . ..
‘participate as members or witnesses in court martial proceedings in 2
ccnnection wlth the Iapanese attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. Ty

In hxs consideratioq of the case of Rear Admlra.l Husband Kimmel,
'Uﬂ ‘(Retired), and of the procuring of members and witnesses for a - -
martial, ‘the Secretary had res%nested Admiral King toadvise him as to ~

(the ava.mbmty of cermin ofﬁcers ould a court martia.l be convened.

L«ii.",

R Y 2z

$
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%4
Re-oih

-
it 4

Y
SR
L PSR

Admlral King, answerlng the Secretary said: “About half the officers
- listed are on duty at sea in command of forces engaged with the enemy and  * %%
in accorda.nce with planned operations. Others at sea are perrormlng SR ) 2
dnties on the smtfs of those commanders. g -
At his press conference on April 11 1944, Secreury Knox was

?hmstxoned in connection with Congress’ extension of the time for trialof = = .

ose involved in the Pearl Harbor catastrophe to June 7, 1944, and'the =~ = 0
Secrem.ry said he would obtain’ the opinion of his legal advlsers. g A

,__'H_ s e N

* ¢4 have discussed this matter with Rear Admiral Gatch, the udge

Advocate General of the Navy’’ said Secretary Kno: xﬁasanilhave

“advised by him that, inasmuch as Admiral Kimmel long since’ sxgned - T

' an Agreement not to interpose the statute of limitations as a bar to his trialﬁ S

there is now no necesslty to consuue any acts éf COngress on this Subject. a i}{{’
" . The Secretary further explained that Admiral Thomas C. Hart, U.S.Ne, =~

(Retired), is now in Hawaii pursuing his investigation int¢ matters relating -2

to the attack upon 'pearl Harbor by the }apanese onDecember 7, 1941, - .-

" 7 would sertainly feel derelict in-my duty if 1 took from the Fleet and © - i

" the fighti ng fronts,the officers whom Admiral King has placed in tbose £ } : (53

positions, concl\tied -the Secretary Bl P :',}é
Ve ¢ g /2.1':9&. bﬂ-‘?’ (oceshﬁt/é 3

."‘. y gi} - FOR a o U Q m 8 ;""
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DEPARTMENT oF THE NAvy e

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D, C.

13 April 1944
KRIORANTUM FOR ADNIRAL FING ’

Thore has been a great deal of agitation in the press recently
regarding the Pearl Harbor matter, with especial reference to the delay
iz the trial of Adniral Kismel,
" Particular attention 1s directed tc the statements of Seoretary

. Knox at hie press conference on April 11, in which the Secretary is

supposed to have said that he would refer the matter to the Attorney

«

>

General for a legal opinion as he (the Boox:otc.ry) “yas confused?,

- It 1s sudmitted thst insemuch ss Admiral Kimmel hae signed &
valid waiver of ne right to plead the statute of limitations in dar of
trial, there is nov no need to Yinterpret" any Acts of Congress upon this
subject — especially the one extending the time within which trial must
take place.

Even though the Havy's case were complete in every respect, mo B | .

action can nov be taken for reasone you have already given, namely the
non-availability of officers on duty st sea. \
—

I have drafted e suggested press release vhich, I delieve will

muoh tovard settling this matter - for the éduration of the war at 1
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‘ ‘ 280 BRONXVILLE ROAD
. BRONXVILLE, NEW YORK
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From: Roar Admiral Husband !l. Ki-tel. o. S.N., Ret..
kit 280 Bronxville Road, .
Br?nxmh, New York. > a4
Tos The Honorable Frank Xnox, e - c N o
R Sécretary of the Nawy, *- 4 -
by - Navy Department, ‘9 st 0 ‘f’-).-"‘. ."
! ', s ‘Viash t“. D. C. ._" P y "' . ' A i '
9 § NV R R R
,Ret‘cxonce ‘ f L L A '
(a) Letter from Socr.tary of the Navy, Frnnk Knox, to angr
, . Husband E. Kimmel, U.S.N., Rct.. proposing a "’aiv
& B b ! Stat.ute of Lhitatlons. 3
’ T 4 4 .
Enclaauro &, "% ‘ A e ) P f?
a4 7 Agreement. not to plo:ad the Statute of Limitations in bt; F’

trial by General Court Martial.
E ™y .:‘ il y Y

£ N ¥ 4 b F S y < y e = ' . e
. A % 2w N
Sir: U L ¢ % ¥

s g -

% . L 9
“4 . » '

Receint iu aeknowledged of yo-.n- undated letter, Reference (t),
deliversd to me by hand August 27th, 1943, concerning a Genersl Court
Martinl in my case, in which letter you state thot the two year statute of °
lipitations cmtrolllnr Naval Courts. Martinl will have run‘on my case on
December 7th, 1943, and you propose that I should now apgree not to plead °
the statute of limitations 1n bar of trial and you enclose a propond I‘orl

of waiver. g )
. 3 £ N 2

You state in Referenco (a) that you think that the public , *f
interest and aafety would now permit prooeedin with my trial, but that
further’ believe that so long as the war confinues it will be manifestly
hpmcticablo to’ hnve e number of importantigitnesses appear before the
cuuz'b on eccount of their war dutics. For tnIs reason, among others, you '
feel thut it would be in the best intercsts of all concerned if I should |
now agree not to plead the statute of limitations in bar of trial and you .
give me your assurance that the trial will be hqld o:t. the earliest practic-
able date.

’
-
w' ’- " .
. % 4 » >
5 - f . . " 8

<% . - .

2
L
tv~ b4
DA -
o AT SN
ﬁ‘la LE.’J 3
- E Y .
- .
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* : , September 7th, 1943.

:  Rear Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, U.S.N., Ret.
"~ The Secretary of the Navy

¥ It is -y persmal desire to be brousht to trial by General
:Oom Martiel in open court at the earliest pructicable date. Delay in
‘the matteris posed to my personal interests, since the pessage of time
and the cireu-:mcos and casualties of war and of the period following
may make it du'ticult, perhaps impossible, to assemble and produce the
evidence and tne witnesses required. I have at all times been anxious to
aubordinats,m om interests to the national welfare, which appears to
rejuire that my trisl be delayed. I am therefore forwarding to you here-
with e waiver,’ Enclosure A, executed by me which I hope will bs satis-
factaey to yousl' - -

Respectfully,

4

. ) ’. A ': gv;
4 A ALM Vram A o

Encl. (1)

..
£

f‘l".' ‘,Vt/’_/ M

A f-E/
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| : v mgres on my h
will n oﬁd, nor pvﬁd.t ury twﬁey
pl \ﬁhc stutute of limitations bar Genersl €
Wmoponcour‘rormyc : :
charged relating to the period on er hroﬁ ' 1943,

trialtbq held during the present war or wit.hin li.t M Lk ‘
K i‘ A "6? J
I taxe this action io'lﬁ\hrily. bel it to
public’ interese. - ,*
] | - "»."‘-4
§ 1 s H' 2 3
¥1 . /v
. -
’ .‘l.
: : . ‘ C l‘
p : T
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Rear Admiral Busbend B. Kimmel, U Ret.
Subject: GCM in your oase.
Enclosure: Form of agreement.

1. The report of the so-celled Roberts Commission alleged '
oertain derelictions of duty om your part. Your a; for re- -

tirement was approved, and it was stated therein’:
*"will be no bar to your requesting a general c to the
Navy Department's ordering you for trial s ’ "
On February 28, 1942 I stated to the press
would not be held until such time as t
would permit.

t trial upon these charges
interest and safety

2. The two year statute of limita controlling naval
courts martial will have run in your case on December 7, 1943, subject
to the exception therein relating to cases in which there exists a
"manifest impediment® to the trial of the accused. Therefore, if orders
for your trial are not issued prior to the date stated, you could plead
the statute of limitetions in bar of trial, and its application to your
case would have to be determined in the manner provided by law.

. omaryfestdy < 4 «
3. I think that the public interest and safety would now
permit proceeding with your » but I further believe that so long
as the war contimues it will practicable to have & mumber of

important witnesses appear before the court on account of their war

duties. For this reason among others 1 feel that it would be to the
best interests 'of all concerned if you should now agree not to plead
the statute of limitetiona in bar of trial upon my assurance that the
triel will be had at the earlieat practicable date swhsequent to the

expiretion of the two~yesr-pertod.

4. If you agree with the foregoing your proampt return of
enclosure is requested.

A
st QO B
eteot oo /MX’t‘il ¢ 7’#‘}

.

-
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) statute of limitations in bar of my trial by general court
tormmagdoffmlmhuoc—ttudworhtm
7, 1941, ﬁmﬂdthmwmmt-ror
uwm,mmmtwm,MtutImxmtp.mtqum
erarmon-ybwunhmhplu.

I make this agreement voluntarily, in recognition of the /
fact that during the m-mtmmdta-th:-'u-up.nodm y
it will be impracticable to obtain the atteniance before a general 4

court martial of witnesses who would be important for my defense, *
as well as witnesses required by the prosecution. S
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ut Kurcuu « l Naval Personnel,

ant (HTY athazton, D. C.
fer to Ne. - NAVY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Mo address not the mnut of this Zd/

17 August 1943,
CONFIDENTIAL.

Memorandum for

The Secretary of the Navy.

The attached memorandum brings up the question of the trial
of Rear Admiral Kimmel, based on the findings of the Roberts Board,

In order to be sure that he be brought to trial, if such is
desired, it is necessary that specifications and charges be preferred
prior to 7 December, 1943,

If such charges are preferred, I am of the opinion that
Admiral Kimmel will demand immediate trial.

I do not think it is in the national interest to permit this case
to come to trial at present. :

I have discussed this case with Admiral King, and he agrees with
me that the final decision in the case must be made by the President,

Wznu G\ck,u w&?

PANDALL JACOBS,
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i [ |
THE JUDUE ADVOLATL GinLRaL OF fme Navy
AnU RLILR 10 VO

JAGsnadsrid

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

WASHINGTON, b, C,

4 August 1943

wo-oraniun for Hear Adniral Randali Jacobs

Major Genersl iyron C. Craner, Judge Advocnte Generai of the
.vin7, G into ry office this afternoon and stated that he hed re-
pori2d to Genarsl ! arsghail that if any action is going to be taken
relative to the trial oy yenerel court martiul of General Short a
reteriination should be arrived at because tiis Statute of Limitations
ax_ires on Decenmber 7, 1943. General tarshall stated that the matter
wagld nave to be taken up with Secretary Stimson and then asked Gen-
eral Cra-er to mele inguiry as to vhat action the Navy Departaent was
tauing with resvect to Admiral Kimmel for the reason that it would be
advisable that the Var Departuent and the Navy Department be in ac-
cord with the action that is to be takxen.

General Cramer was informed that Captain Catch had been se-
lacted as the relief of Admiral Woodson as Judge Advocate Genersl and
in view of' the impurtance of the matter I would immediately take the
matter up with him., Likewise I advised General Cranmer that in view
of tne fact that the subject was one affecting personnel presumably
Cuptain Catch would went to take the matter up with Admiral Jacobs,
the Chief of lMaval Personnel. Furthermore, I expressed the view to
General Cramer that the ultimate decision as to the action to be taken
in the case of General Short and Admiral Kiwmmel would be for the deci-
sion of the President of the United States, that the raspective Secre-
tavies would very likely be the ones to present the matter for the de-
cision of the President and that the respective Secretaries mizht ex-
press their views as to the policy governinyg the action to be taken
put that the President would render the decision to the Secretaries who
in turn would then take such action as was determined upon.

. It so hapzened that upon the arrival of Captain Gatch you came
in to my office and the above subject matter was discussed. You re-
guestad that a memorandum be prepared with respect thereto and that
you in turn would take the matter up with Admiral Ernest J. King, Com-
mander in Chief, United States Fleet, and Chief of Naval Operations.
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JAG:AJ:rld

This memorandun consequently is being forwarded for your information
and such instructions in the premises as are determined upon.

{

W‘M
L. E. Bretton
Acting Judge Advocate General of the Navy

o
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NAVY DEPARTMENT
IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 28, 1942

NAVY DEPARTMENT COMMUNIQE NO. L7

The Navy Department issued the following commnique:

The Secretary of the Navy announced today the acceptance,
effective March 1, 1942, of the application for retirement of Rear
Admiral H. E. Kimmel, U.S. Navy, "without condonation of any offense
or prejudice to any future disciplinary action."

The Secretary of the Navy announced at the same time that, '
based upon the findings of the report of the Roberts Commission, he
had directed the preparation of charges for the trial by caurt-martial
of Rear Admiral Kimmel, alleging dereliction of duty. The Secretary
of the Navy made it clear, however, that the trial upon these charges

would not be held until such time as the public interest and safety

would permit.

3 3 ¥ 3t *
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First Endorsement

From:
To:

Via:

Subject:

The Chief of the Aureau
Rear Admira. Rusband E.
Twelfth Maval Disatrict.
The Comzandant,

Transfer to the lletired
years' service. )

Forwarded,

Pebruary 17, 1942

of Kavigation.
Kissmel, U. L. Navy,

List after forty (40)

’

~

o'ﬁ
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~'Q?~wgrvy ‘_R’ 118%

From} The .ecretary of the lavy
Tos arp aciiral fusbhand ., Jimcel, . I, lLawvy,
b jectt Transfer ta the tirad . iyt ~ftar forty (40)

vyenre' service,

efere: cri ‘el T~l= veruest for retirement, dated
Jrr.ary 2@, 1942,

i Yrur recuest te be trsrefarred to tic retired
list rfter the comnlatian a7 forty (49) vears' smervice in
accordancr siv. Lin . rnvisiane of i, ., Code, “itle 74,
Section 34) 1if, b Alivacticn o2 the ivasidant, snrwoved, You
s41) te traacrerrcd to tha rvretived Yiet a® o1 iners of the
ptted tates Sev. rg Lfamab )}, )1 (¥, \

‘e Al e omoval 0f vour recueat for wetirenent is
witonut condonating of any offense or wrejudice %, Zuture
Ciprin)ina~ rnetion,

& Leantrleignent of =ecelontl Lz tuaacted,

/5, Frouk AaoX
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Nl 8. N

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

OFFICE OF THE JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL

MEMORANDUM
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DISTRICT STAFF HEADQUARTERS ' wcorl SRR
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TWELFTH NAVAL DISTRIC
nm‘ Busband E. FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDINC CIVIC CENTER
Rear Admiral, USN  SAN FRANCISCO - CALIFORNIA
(2208-n0~Kn)
b -
January 28, 1942
Fromi Rear Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, U.S.N.
Tos The Seoretary of the Navy
Subjeoct: My Request for Retirement
Reference: (A) My ltr. to the Secretary of the Navy of 26
January 1942 requesting retirement under the
provisions of Article 1443 Revised Statutes
1 Reference (A) was submitted after I had been y

officielly informed by the Navy Department that General Short had
requested retirement.

2. I was officially informed today by the Navy Depart-
ment that my notification of General Short's request was not intended
to influence my decision to submit a similar request.

- 3. I deeire my request for retirement to stand, subject
only to detsarmination by the Department es to what course of sotion
will best serve the interests of the country and the good of the

service.
/
y/

HUSBAND E. K
lst endoreement
January 28, 1842
From: Commandant, Twelfth Naval Distriot and Naval .Operating
Bas»s, San Francisco, California
To: The Secretary of the Navy
Sub ject: My Request for Retirement
1. Forwarded.

’

@. "N. GREENSLADE -1 98
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TRELPT WL DISTRICT

Rear Admiral, USN SAN FRANCINC O " CALIFCRNIA

(2207-00-Kn)
L J
January 26, 1942

From: Rear Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, U.S.N.

To: The Secretary of the bMavy

Subject: Request for Retirement under the Provisions

of Section 1443 Revised Statutes.
1. After forty-one years and eight months service

in the United States Navy, I hereby request that I be placed
upon the retired liat in sccordance with the provisiona of
Section 1443 Revised Statutes.

2. I hold myself in reediness to perform any duty

to which I may be assigned. )
ﬁ[«bffd«l {//g g /uw_,(/l

HUSBAND E. KIMMEL

o U AR B R R I S eI - - e - - -

lst Endorsement

January 27, 1942

From: Commandant, Twelfth Naval District and Naval Operating
Base, San Francisco, Cslifornia
To: The Secretary of the Navy

JIN 'Q 3 9URbgPct:  Request for Retirement under the Provisions of .
gl -9 42 Section 1443 Revised Statutes

1. ?orwnrdod.

. W. GREZENSLADE
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